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1. Introduction

The National Institute of Technology (NIT) Durgapur successfully organized a one-day workshop on
“Indian Knowledge System and Modern Science” under the aegis of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA). The
programme aimed at fostering a meaningful connection between higher educational institutions and rural

communities through sustainable and knowledge-driven interventions.

The event witnessed enthusiastic participation from Principal Investigators (Pl Coordinators) of
participating institutes, students, and beneficiaries of UBA-supported initiatives, creating a vibrant platform

for dialogue, learning, and collaboration.

2. Inaugural Session and Dignitaries

The programme commenced with the ceremonial Deep Prajwalan, setting a formal and auspicious tone for
the event. The occasion was graciously presided over by Prof. Shri Krishan Rai, RCI Coordinator, UBA-
NIT Durgapur, who formally inaugurated the workshop and invited dignitaries to the dias. Prof. Arvind
Choubey, Honourable Director of institute addressed the Pl Coordinators and participants, emphasized the
pivotal role of academic institutions in achieving the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047. He highlighted the
importance of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan in transforming rural India through knowledge exchange, innovation,
and community engagement. The Director also felicitated the distinguished guest, Shri K.E.N. Raghavan,

acknowledging his invaluable contributions to rural development and grassroots innovation.
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3. Objectives of the Workshop

The primary objective of the event was to create awareness about the significance of integrating Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS) with modern scientific approaches for achieving sustainable rural development
under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan. The session, led by K. E. N. Raghavan, aimed to inspire participants to
recognize the value of traditional wisdom and its practical applications in solving real-life challenges faced
by rural communities. Another key purpose was to encourage active involvement of Participating Institutes
(Pls), coordinators, and students in grassroots-level activities. In the presence of Prof. Arvind Choubey and
under the guidance of Dr. Shri Krishan Rai, the event sought to strengthen collaboration between academic

institutions and villages through the initiatives of the RCI Cell.

The program also aimed to provide a platform for knowledge exchange, capacity building, and motivation
for students to engage in fieldwork, community interaction, and problem-solving using both scientific
methods and indigenous practices.

Overall, the purpose of the event was to foster a sense of social responsibility, promote sustainable
development practices, and build a bridge between traditional knowledge and modern innovation for holistic

rural transformation.

4. Key Highlights of the Programme

An insightful session on integrating Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) with modern scientific approaches
under the framework of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan was organized by RCI- NIT Durgapur. The event featured
an engaging address by K. E. N. Raghavan, who emphasized the importance of blending traditional wisdom
with contemporary science to achieve sustainable rural development. The program was graced by the
presence of Prof. Arvind Choubey, Director, whose encouraging words motivated participants to actively
contribute towards nation-building through grassroots initiatives. The event was presided over by Dr. Shri
Krishan Rai, who highlighted the role of the Regional Coordinating Institute (RCI) and the RCI Cell of

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan in strengthening connections between academic institutions and rural communities.

A key focus of the session was to promote awareness about the relevance of indigenous knowledge in
addressing current rural challenges. The speaker illustrated how traditional practices in agriculture, health,
and resource management can be effectively integrated with scientific innovations to create sustainable and
cost-efficient solutions. Students and coordinators actively participated in the discussions, gaining valuable
insights into community engagement and field-based problem-solving. The involvement of the RCI Cell

further underscored the institutional commitment to implementing impactful rural development projects.




Overall, the event served as a meaningful platform for knowledge exchange, collaboration, and inspiration.
It reinforced the vision that sustainable rural transformation can be achieved through a harmonious blend

of India’s traditional knowledge systems and modern scientific advancements.

A hands-on training session on biogas production and compost preparation further enriched the programme

by providing actionable knowledge that can be directly implemented in villages.




5. Felicitation and Recognition

A significant segment of the programme was dedicated to recognizing contributions to UBA initiatives.
NIT Durgapur felicitated members of Banagram Milan Samity for their unwavering support and
cooperation in the successful execution of the UBA-SEG-sanctioned project titled “Enhancement of English
communication skills in Bengali medium students of Banagram village”. They were honored with

mementos and prizes as a token of appreciation.

Additionally, the institute recognized and felicitated the top six students from Banagram Village for their
outstanding and active performance throughout the project duration. This recognition served as motivation

for continued engagement in community-oriented initiatives.
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6. Outcomes and Achievements

The program resulted in a significant enhancement of awareness among participants regarding the
importance of integrating Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) with modern scientific approaches for
sustainable rural development. The insightful session by K. E. N. Raghavan inspired students, PI
Coordinators, and faculty members to adopt a more community-oriented and practical approach towards
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan activities.

With the esteemed presence of Prof. Arvind Choubey and under the leadership of Prof. Shri Krishan Rai,
the event successfully strengthened the role of the RCI Cell in fostering collaboration between academic
institutions and rural communities. One of the key achievements was the active engagement and motivation
of participants to undertake field-based projects, focusing on real-life rural issues such as sanitation,
livelihood, health, and sustainable practices. The session also facilitated knowledge exchange, enabling
participants to understand how traditional practices can be effectively integrated with scientific solutions.

Additionally, the program contributed to capacity building by equipping attendees with new perspectives,
practical insights, and a clearer roadmap for implementing impactful UBA projects. It also helped in
building a network among participating institutes for better coordination and execution of future initiatives.
Overall, the event was successful in igniting a sense of responsibility, promoting innovative thinking, and
laying a strong foundation for meaningful and sustainable rural transformation.




7. Future Plans and Way Forward

Building on the success of the program, several key actions are planned to ensure sustained impact under
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan. Guided by the insights of K. E. N. Raghavan, Participating Institutes (PIs) will
intensify their engagement with adopted villages through regular field visits, surveys, and need-based
interventions. Emphasis will be placed on identifying local challenges and designing solutions that integrate
Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) with modern scientific practices. Under the leadership of Prof. Arvind
Choubey and coordination of Dr. Shri Krishan Rai, the RCI Cell will develop a structured action framework
for monitoring ongoing projects and ensuring effective implementation. Periodic review meetings,
workshops, and training sessions will be organized to build capacity among students and coordinators.
Further, efforts will be made to document best practices and success stories from village-level interventions,
enabling knowledge sharing across institutions. Collaboration with local communities, self-help groups,
and Panchayati Raj institutions will be strengthened to ensure participatory development. Special focus will
also be given to areas such as sustainable agriculture, sanitation, digital literacy, and livelihood generation,
with active student involvement. The program envisions creating a model of scalable and replicable rural
development initiatives. Overall, the future action plan aims to transform awareness into measurable
outcomes by fostering continuous engagement, innovation, and community-driven development.The long-
term goal is to develop model villages that demonstrate sustainable practices aligned with the national vision
of Viksit Bharat 2047.

8. Conclusion

The workshop conducted under the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan at National Institute of Technology Durgapur,
led by Shri K.E.N. Raghavan, concluded on a highly impactful and inspiring note. The session successfully
emphasized the importance of community-driven development, grassroots engagement, and sustainable
rural transformation. Participants, including Pl Coordinators, faculty members, and students, gained
valuable insights into practical approaches for strengthening rural initiatives and enhancing the

effectiveness of UBA activities.

The workshop fostered meaningful discussions, encouraging collaboration between academic institutions
and rural communities. It also highlighted the role of innovation, leadership, and social responsibility in
addressing real-world challenges. Overall, the event proved to be a significant step toward reinforcing the
objectives of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, leaving attendees motivated to implement learned strategies in their

respective adopted villages and contribute actively toward inclusive and sustainable development.




9. Newspaper Reports:

Workshop on “Indian Knowledge System and Modern
Science” Organized at NIT Durgapur under Unnat
Bharat Abhiyaan
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