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1. Background and Need 

As foreseen by Gandhi Ji in his seminal work, ‘Hind Swaraj’, the western 
developmental paradigm, based on centralized technologies and urbanization, has 
given rise to serious problems like increasing inequity (leading to crime and violence), 
and climate change due to rapid ecological degradation. To ameliorate these problems, 
it is necessary to promote development of rural areas in tune with Gandhian vision of 
self-sufficient ‘village republics’, based on local resources and using decentralized, eco-
friendly technologies so that the basic needs of food, clothing, shelter, sanitation, 
health care, energy, livelihood, transportation, and education are locally met. 

This should be the vision of holistic development of villages. Presently, 70% of the 
population in India lives in rural areas engaged in agrarian economy with agriculture 
and allied sector employing 51% of the total workforce but accounting for only 17% of 
the country’s GDP. There are huge developmental disconnects between the rural and 
urban sectors such as inequity in health, education, incomes, and basic amenities as 
well as employment opportunities - all causing great discontent and large-scale 
migration to urban areas. The imperatives of sustainable development which are 
being felt more and more acutely all over the world also demand eco-friendly 
development of the villages and creation of appropriate employment opportunities 
locally. Increasing urbanization is neither sustainable nor desirable. So far, our 
professional higher education institutions have largely been oriented to cater to the 
mainstream industrial sector and, barring a few exceptions, have hardly contributed 
directly to the development of the rural sector. Unnat Bhārat Abhiyān (UBA) is a much 
needed and highly challenging initiative in this direction. 

History 

The conceptualization of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan started with the initiative of a group of 
dedicated faculty members of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi working for 
long in rural development and appropriate technology. The concept was nurtured 
through wide consultation with the representatives of a number of technical 
institutions, Rural Technology Action Group (RuTAG) coordinators, voluntary 
organizations and government agencies, actively involved in rural development work, 
during a national workshop held at IIT Delhi in September, 2014. The workshop was 
sponsored by Council for Advancement of People’s Action and Rural Technology 
(CAPART), Ministry of Rural Development, Govt. of India. The program was formally 



 

 

launched by the Ministry of Education (MoE) (formerly Ministry Human Resource 
Development (MHRD)) in presence of The President of India on 11th November 2014. 

Vision 

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is inspired by the vision of transformational change in rural 
development processes by leveraging knowledge institutions to help build the 
architecture of an Inclusive India. 

Mission 

The Mission of Unnat Bharat Abhiyan is to enable higher educational institutions to 
work with the people of rural India in identifying development challenges and 
evolving appropriate solutions for accelerating sustainable growth. It also aims to 
create a virtuous cycle between society and an inclusive academic system by providing 
knowledge and practices for emerging professions and to upgrade the capabilities of 
both the public and the private sectors in responding to the development needs of 
rural India. 

Goals 

 To build an understanding of the development agenda within institutes of 
Higher Education and an institutional capacity and training relevant to national 
needs, especially those of rural India. 

 To re-emphasize the need for field work, stake-holder interactions and design 
for societal objectives as the basis of higher education. 

 To stress on rigorous reporting and useful outputs as central to developing new 
professions. 

 To provide rural India and regional agencies with access to the professional 
resources of the institutes of higher education, especially those that have 
acquired academic excellence in the field of science, engineering and technology, 
and management. 

 To improve development outcomes because of this research. To develop new 
professions and new processes to sustain and absorb the outcomes of research. 
 To foster a new dialogue within the larger community on science, society, 
and the environment and to develop a sense of dignity and collective destiny. 

 



 

 

How Can You participate in UBA 

You are welcome to participate in the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan in any of the following 
capacity as per your present status, competence, and interest. 

 As prospective Mentoring Institute 
 As Participating Institute 
 As Subject Expert 
 As Voluntary Organization 
 As Developmental Agency 
 As Philanthropist or a CSR Promoter 
 As NSS Member 
 As an Enthusiastic Volunteer 

For more information in this regard, you may please visit the UBA website, contact 
National Coordinator or Regional Coordinators (Mentoring Institutions) or UBA cell 
SLIET Longowal Punjab India. 

 

2. Organizational Structure 

To implement such an ambitious programme nationwide, it is essential to set-up an 
adequate structural network with many nodal institutions and a proper mechanism to 
plan, execute and monitor the activities regularly to be able to create a tangible 
positive impact. It is also very important to facilitate synergetic collaboration between 
the concerned ministries, local Panchayat Raj Institutes (PRIs), voluntary 
organizations, and institutions participating in UBA. The following structure for this 
purpose has been visualized so far and is being created in a phase manner. 

Sponsoring Ministry - MoE 

Basic funding for setting up the structural network of UBA and for orientation of UBA 
teams to enable effective participation i.e., establishing and running the UBA cells of 
CI, MIs and PIs is to be provided by the Ministry of Education. In addition, the requisite 
funding for the working of subject expert groups for preparation of resource 
materials, training workshops, etc. will also need to be provided by the Ministry of 
Education. The UBA cell in an Institute should identify a rural cluster (around 5 



 

 

villages) for development work. The base-level funding from Ministry of Education 
(MoE) will be made available for setting up the necessary infrastructure/ manpower 
for the UBA Cell of the mentoring as well as the participating institutions. 

  

National Steering Committee (NSC) 

An empowered Steering Committee has been constituted by the Ministry of Education 
(MoE) for actual implementation, continuous guidance, and monitoring of the 
programme at the national level. Dr. Vijay P. Bhatkar, an eminent scientist and rural 
development enthusiast has been designated as the Chairperson of the National 
Steering Committee (NSC) with stalwarts like Dr. Mashelkar (Ex Director General, 
CSIR), Dr. Ved Prakash (Ex-Chairman, UGC) and Dr. Sahasrabudhe (Chairman, AICTE) 
and others as the members. The first meeting of the NSC was held at IIT Delhi on 29th 
April 2016 and it was decided that the NSC will be meeting quarterly to provide 
direction and requisite thrust to the programme. The coordinators of the overall 
coordinating institute, the mentoring institutes and the subject expert groups will be 
regularly reporting to the NSC. 

 Coordinating Institute (CI) 

As already indicated, IIT Delhi has been designated to be the Coordinating Institute 
(CI) for the Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA). In this capacity, IIT Delhi has been taking 
initiative to convene various consultative workshops and meetings. It has established 
the UBA Cell consisting of an Advisory Committee, an Executive Committee and a Core 
Working Group consisting of about forty faculty members drawn from various 
departments and centres of the institute. The Centre for Rural Development & 
Technology (CRDT) as well as the RuTAG group of IIT Delhi are fully participating in 
the UBA activities. It has also identified a few rural clusters for direct intervention and 
is in the process of networking with various participating institutions and voluntary 
organizations. 
The main task of the coordinating institute will be to facilitate mutual interaction, 
consultation, responsibility allocation and an active liaison among the mentoring 
institutions, the subject expert groups as well as the Ministry of Education (MoE). It 
will also closely interact with the NSC in connection with the allocation of funds and 
other facilitating measures for effective and smooth running as well as the nation-
wide proliferation of the UBA program. Needless to mention, this coordination 



 

 

responsibility will be carried out along with the core responsibility of direct cluster 
intervention and conducive ethos development within the Institute. 

 Mentoring Institutions (MIs) 

At present, majority of professional institutions do not have any prior experience, 
mechanism, or expertise for meaningful interaction in the rural development process 
beyond their marginal interaction through National Service Scheme (NSS) activities. 
However, a few apex institutions (e.g., IISc Bangalore, IIT Mumbai, IIT Delhi and IIT 
Kharagpur) have been actively involved in the development and dissemination of 
appropriate technologies in the rural areas and have also interacted with voluntary 
organizations as well as selective government agencies in this process. These 
institutions also have established centres focusing on rural technology and 
development. Accordingly, they have the necessary expertise and wherewithal and 
therefore, can act as Mentoring Institutions (MIs) to facilitate the other participating 
institutions in their vicinity. It will be desirable to identify such mentoring institutions 
which can act as nodal centres for networking, training, and orientation for grooming 
other institutions. In the first phase, fifteen such institutions have been identified to 
begin with, but many more institutions will be needed to provide a proper spread to 
the programme. 

  

Subject Expert Groups (SEGs) 

To develop the necessary resource material including the vision, methodology of 
intervention, prospective technologies, and success stories in the specific areas of 
interventions, it was proposed by the apex committee that nationwide subject expert 
groups (SEGs) be developed in these specialized areas. Initially, ten broad subject 
areas were designated tentatively, and specific institutions were nominated to 
coordinate the activity of formation of SEGs drawing experts from academia, industry 
as well as from field organizations who have had long experience of applied R&D and 
successful field intervention in these areas. 

After thorough brainstorming on these subject themes with the prospective 
coordinators, twelve subject expert group themes, with coordinators and coordinating 
institutes were finalized in the workshop held in November 2015 at IIT Delhi. The 
SEGs will have the responsibility of developing the necessary resource material for the 



 

 

benefit of all the UBA cluster teams. These experts will also conduct training 
workshops and indicate innovative. 

 Participating Institutions (PIs) 

All participating institutions (PIs) are expected to establish a UBA Cell which will be 
responsible for carrying out the activities of the UBA. This will involve the 
development of an active working group consisting of motivated faculty members 
drawn from various disciplines. To guide and monitor the activities of the UBA Cell in 
each institution, there will be an Executive Committee and a local advisory committee 
(which will be chaired by the Head of the Institution).The main responsibility of a UBA 
cell will be primarily to develop linkage with selective rural clusters, involve in the 
planning process and to promote the requisite S&T interventions to improvise and 
expedite the developmental efforts in those clusters. On the other hand, a UBA cell will 
also be responsible for developing the competence of its working group by 
appropriate orientation, training, and creation of appropriate ethos within the 
institution towards indigenous and sustainable rural development and initiating 
requisite curricular modifications and other facilitating measures. All participating 
institutions will be facilitated and mentored in their activities by the respective 
mentoring institutions in their region. 

 State Nodal Officers 

Secretaries In charge of higher education/Technical Education in all state 
governments will act as State Nodal Officer. They will have the responsibility of 
facilitating and monitoring the interaction of institutions with PRIs/District 
Administration. They will coordinate the effort at the state level by involving the 
Panchayati Raj and Rural Development, SC Development, ST Development, Drinking 
Water, Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Power, IT and Science & Technology 
Departments of the state and chalk out the plan of action for the state. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 
 



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

Unnat Bharat Abhiyan 
Sant Longowal Institute of Engineering and Technology 

(Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)  
 

For the holistic development and sensitization of the students and the 
neighboring communities under the supervision of Dr Pardeep Kumar Jain 
(Coordinator UBA CELL) various activities are conducted with the help of 
SLIET and MHRD (GOI). Unnat Bharat Abhiyan a flagship program of Ministry 
of Human Resource Development, Govt. of India a special cell is created for the 
upliftment of the society and students. Under UBA cell SLIET adopted 7 
neighbouring villages Badrukhan, Duggan, Sheron, Qila Bharian, Namol, 
Loha Khera, Jharo Sangrur district of Punjab.  
 
 Various programs  are conducted which include the  

 Helping the Old and Sick Persons with Food and Medicines 
 Reaching out to those who were living alone. 
 Helping the Migratory workforce and providing them food and other 

required products of Daily use to stop migration of the workforce.  
 Distribution of Masks to Sanitary workers, Doctors and police officials 

and other Persons.  
 Awareness Campaign to stay safe during this pandemic.  
 Distribution of Stationery, Books and School Bags to the most 

underprivileged Children.  
 Distribution of wheelchairs tricycles and hearing aids and artificial 

Limbs.  
 Addressing the domestic violence issues  

  



 

 

Events conducted under UBA by SLIET 
 

S. No. 
Village 
Visited 

Event 

1 
Bahadurpur , 
Sheron 

Development activities – 
·To participate in community development 
·Healthy lifestyle 
·Sensitivity towards the needs of poor and socially 
disadvantaged fellow citizens 

2 
Shahpur & Kal
an 

3 
Badrukhan 
Duggan 
Bahadurpur 

·Water Conservation 
·Selecting Students for training of assembling SOLAR 
LAMPS on the occassion of GANDHI JAYANTI 
under Gandhi Global Solar Yatra (GGSY) 

4 
Qilan Bharian 
Namol 

5 
Sheron 
Jharon 
Longowal 

6 Namol 

Awareness Programme regarding – 
·Village cleanliness to 
strengthen Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, 
·Other Social Evils, and Skill Development, 
·Water Conservation. 

7 Jharon 

8 Lohakhera 

9 Duggan 

10 Ghabdan 

11 Longowal  
Awareness workshop for local farmers and students 
regarding Organic Farming  

12 Sangrur 
Eye care camp on Parkash Parv Organized by UBA SLIET 
Longowal in collaboration with Harihar Hospital. 

13 SLIET Awareness campaign regarding Social Work by Shri 



 

 

Longowal  Yogesh Bhatia an NRI from Canada and his daughter 
Tanmay Bhatia 

14 
Bibi Bhani 
Public School 
Longowal   

Skill development Expert talk by Dr Surinder Dhanjal 
(Thompson Rivers University, Canada) along with Dr 
Pardeep Kumar Jain Professor (SLIET Longowal) 
 

15 
Jaloor, 
Barnala 

Student Motivation session for Jaloor Village Barnala  
 

16 Longowal Eye Camp Longowal 

16 
SLIET 
Longowal  

Distribution of Sewing ,machine to rural women program 
organized under Unnat Bharat Abhinaya in collaboration 
with Baba Farid Education and welfare society (Regd. 
Longowal) program held under aegis of (Vigyan Parishad 
Panchnad)        
 

 
  



 

 
 



 

 

 
Consequent upon the decision, taken by Govt. of India in 1985, to tender a 
valuable, yet humble tribute to the everlasting memory of the revered saint, 
Sant Longowal Institute of Engineering and Technology took its shape. The 
institute was established by Ministry of Human Resource and Development 
(MHRD), Govt. of India in the year 1989 and was formally inaugurated on 20th 
December 1991. Accepting the new challenge of new education policy, Sant 
Longowal Institute of Engineering & Technology (SLIET) was established, with 
a vision to act as an international podium for the development and transfer of 
technical competence in academics. It is committed to provide best possible 
technical education and to cater to the technical manpower requirements with 
emphasis on practical training in industry. The institute is an autonomous 
body, fully funded by Govt. of India and controlled by SLIET society, registered 
under Societies Registration Act, 1860. The institute awards its own 
Certificates, Diplomas, Undergraduate and Postgraduate approved and 
recognized by AICTE, New Delhi. Ph.D. programmes have also been started 
after it attaining status of Deemed to be University. The institute has a 
sprawling area of 451 acres of land provided by Punjab Government. 
Surrounded by lush green land, the campus of the institute extends a beautiful 
and well-developed area with many topographically featured picturesque 
landscape, numerous buildings of various nature and stature and metal road 
network. The campus presents a spectacle of harmony and natural beauty. It is 
embedded with all the amenities required for a complete township. SLIET 
Longowal has been selected as one of the participating Institute under UBA 
Scheme. 
 
Unnat Bharat Abhiyan of SLIET, Longowal under the leadership of Director 
Prof. Shailendra Kumar Jain, and Coordinator Prof. Pardeep Kumar Jain Co-
coordinator Dr. Manoj Goyal has taken many initiatives for the adopted villages. 
The Institute has adopted seven villages and in this addition many activities 
have been done in two more villages Longowal and Bahadarpur. Most of the 
activities were confined to around Longowal because of Lockdown and few 
other adjoining adopted Villages. All the activities were undertaken with the 
cooperation and collaboration with Baba Farid Education and Welfare Society 
(Regd.) at Longowal. Prof Pardeep Kumar Jain and Dr. Manoj Goyal are actively 
participating in the activities of the NGO and guiding and helping the society 
physically, financially, and academically. 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
  

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
  



 

 

Organic farming awareness Workshop 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Social Work  Motivation Workshop 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

Skill Development and Women Empowerment 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Student Motivation session for Jaloor Village Barnala  
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

   



 

 

15 Days Health Care & Dietician Awareness 
 

 
 



 

 

 
  



 

 

Distribution of Sewing ,machine to rural women program organized 
under Unnat Bharat Abhinaya  

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 

 

Promotion of Organic farming by local farmers in Tech Fest 2023 of SLIET 
under UBA  

 

 
 
  



 

 

Three Days Mega Event on  
Stress Management Through Counselling and Meditation 

In collaboration with Baba Farid Education and Welfare Society Longowal 
under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan Cell of SLIET Longowal. 

 
Day 01: 

20th April 6:30 PM (Girls Hostel) 
Students’ curiosity to be photographed with learned scholars.  

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 

Day 02 
21st April 12:00 Noon (Mini Auditorium) 

Addressing of queries of the students and faculty 

 

 

Samani Dr Amal Prajna Addressing Students and Faculty  
 



 

 

Felicitation of Guest Speakers 

 
 

 
From Left Prof Jappreet Kaur Bhangu HOD, Director SLIET Prof Shailendra Kumar Jain, Dean 
Student Welfare Prof. Rajesh Kumar, dean Faculty Welfare A.S. Arora and DR. Sanjeev Kumar 

Garg, Dr Mandeep Ghai. 
 



 

 

 
Samani Dr Amal Prajna, Samani Dr Shreyas Pragya presenting Literature of Jain 

Vishwa Bharti Institute  

 



 

 

 

  

Director SLIET addressing the students for apprising them of significance of such 

activities in all education institutions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   

Prof Pardeep Kumar Jain Project Coordinator Unnat Bharat Abhiyan SLIET and 
Programme Coordinator  

 

 

 

 
 

  



 

 

Day 03  
22nd April 10:00AM (Bibi Bhani Public School Longowal)  

In collaboration with Unnat Bharat Abhiyan SLIET Longowal 
 

 
Felicitation ceremony  

Ms Kiranjeet Kaur principal of Bibi Bhani Public school Longowal presenting plaque 

of appreciation to the Guest Speakers. 

 
Girls from Longowal and neighboring villages 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

Under privileged students of Longowal and adjoining villages  
(Rural Women empowerment, Unnat Bharat Abhiyan SLIET Longowal) 

 
 
  



 

 

One to One Counselling Sessions in Guest House SLIET Longowal. 

` 

Samani Dr Amal Prajna & Samani Dr Shreyas Pragya addresssing one to one counselling 
sessions 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

SLIET Faculty Prof Manoj Goyal and Mr Kamajeet Singh President Baba Farid 
Education Society (Regd. Longowal)  

 

 

 



 

 

 
Media Coverage  
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Report on Three days National Conference On 

Revival and Advancement of Traditional/ Organic Agricultural Practices 
through Innovation, Collaboration and Incubation  

Date 16 – 18 October 2023 

 

A three days' National Conference on Revival and Advancement of 

Traditional/Organic Agricultural Practices through Innovation, Collaboration and 

Incubation was organised at Sant Longowal Institute of Engineering and 

Technology Longowal under Unnat Bharat Abhiyan (UBA) in collaboration with 

Baba Farid Educational Welfare Society, Longowal. The uniqueness of this three 

days conference was that for the first time the conference was organised in the 

Agricultural Fields to demonstrate and impart Practical Training to the farmers. 

 K.E. N Raghavan, an expert in  Organic Farming  and traditional cow based 

Agriculture,  gave practical demonstration  on the usage of  organic manure, Pest 

Control and other productive inputs by organic techniques which  leads  to a 

better and healthy output and  with zero cost .   

Farmers also made organic productive inputs by their own hands.  

On the first days of the conference various experts presented their research 

papers at SLIET and on the second and third days were purely practical training 

was really unique and made all the difference. Ancient farming techniques were 

also discussed at   length and practically displayed in the field. 

Mohinder Singh Sidhu, Chairman, PUNSEED and Jasvir Singh Kudni, Chairman, 

PSIDC also motivated the farmers to adopt promote and propagate organic 

farming. 

The Director of the Institute Prof. Mani Kant Paswan speaking on the occasion 

told the young engineers to develop new techniques in agriculture. He also 

impressed upon the farmers to adopt zero based agriculture to make this 

occupation a profitable one. Prof Pardeep Kumar Jain project coordinator Unnat 
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Bharat Abhiyan told that such conferences are the need of the hour and more 

conferences will be organised to promote organic farming. Sh. Kamaljit Singh 

himself a farmer and president Baba Farid society who has switched over to 

organic farming told that in future more farmer groups will be joining in this 

mission. Prof Parveen Kaur Khanna, Prof. Mandeep Ghai, Prof. Surita Maini, Prof. 

JapPreet Kaur Bhangu also spoke on the occasion and advocated the organic 

farming. 
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Inauguration 
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Address by Dr Vikas Choudhary Professor and Head NIT Kurukshetra 

 

Address by Prof. ManiKant Paswan Director SLIET 
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Address by Sh. KEN Raghavan Keynote Speaker 
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Address by Dr Mandeep Singh Assistant 

Director Kisan Vikas Kendra  

Address by Sh. Jaswant Singh Khaira, 

Secretary , Akal Council, Mastuana Sahib 

   
Address by Kamaljit Singh President Baba 

Farid Educational and Welfare Society 

Longowal Address by Mr Vishwadeep, Jyani 

Founder Jyani Natural Farms    

  
Address by Dr Mandeep Ghai, Associate Professor, SLIET 
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Address by Prof. Pardeep Kumar Jain, Project Coordinator, Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, SLIET 

 

Felicitation 
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Promotion of Organic Farming 

 

Free Literature Distribution to Promote Organic Farming 
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National Anthem 
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Day 2 and3 Field Work 

Sh. KEN Raghavan (Expert) Sh. Kamaljit Singh, President Baba Farid 
Educational and Welfare Society Longowal 

  
 

Sh. Karamjit Singh (Organic Farmer) Prof. Pardeep Kumar Jain (Project 
Coordinator, UBA SLIET 

 
 

Sh. Mohinder Singh Sidhu, Chairman, 
PUNSEED Punjab  

Mr Jagdish Kalra Manager SBI 
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Prof. Mani Kant Paswan (Director SLIET)  Prof. Pardeep Kumar Jain (P.C. UBA, SLIET) 

  

 
Local Farmers    Sh. Jasvir Singh Kudni, Chairman, PSIDC 
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Eye Camp 

04th  to 06th  December 2023 

A third large Eye camp was organized by Baba Farid Educational and Welfare 

Society in collaboration with Unnat Bharat Abhiyan, SLIET Longowal and Harihar 

Hospital Longowal. The camp was conducted under the leadership of Prof. Mani 

Kant Paswan Director SLIET. Camp was organized on 4th, 5th and 6th of December 

2023. Renowned Dr. Sandeep Tayal performed the surgeries and patients were 

given eye glasses free of cost. Approximately 500 patients were examined, 200 

surgeries were performed and free lenses were placed. 

This camp was organized in the memory of COLONEL Nitin Bhatia. Mr Yogesh 

Bhatia an NRI from Canada incurred the whole expenditure. UBA SLIET chapter 

placed an active part in organizing these camps. Prof. Pardeep Kumar Jain (Project 

Coordinator, UBA SLIET) awarded for the remarkable services under UBA for the 

organizing of these types of welfare programmes in the region.     
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